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The man who store of learning gains,
In one, through seven worlds, bliss attains.

The learning, which a man has acquired in one
birth, will yield him pleasure during seven births.
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Shanmugam Qamana%an A'r’umugam

Shanmugam Ramanathan Arumugam was born on 13 September 1878 in Karainagar,
Jaffna Ceylon. He had his primary education at Sayampar’'s School (now known as
Karainagar Hindu College) and between the years 1890 - 1895 did his secondary |3
education at Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai. In 1896 after completing his Senior
Cambridge Examination he joined the Post Master General's Department in Badulla
as telegraph operator using the Morse Code. S.R. Arumugam

1878-1960

Later that year he arrived in Malaya and in joined the Malayan Railways at Taiping. Between
1897-1932 he worked as Signals Inspector and was responsible for the development of the
Railway signalling system throughout the railways network.

In 1932 he retired at the prize post of Signal Engineer in the Malayan Railways and in 1933 he
was awarded the Imperial Service Medal (ISM) by the British Government.

Arumugam married Amirthavalli Canapathippillai, sister of Dr. A. C. Karthigasu, MBE and A. C.
Kanagasabai. They were blessed with two sons and two daughters. His eldest son Paranjothy
became an Engineer (see write up) and second son Thiyagarajah was the Principal of the Karainagar
Hindu College. The eldest daughter Saraswathy married Dr. T. Balasingam, Pathologist (see
write up) and second daughter Kamalambikai married Kanapathippillai Orme.

Arumugam a self-made scholar was a disciplinarian and strict vegetarian. He was a keen student
of Carnatic Music and developed the knowledge by purchasing practically every book that was
published in Madras. He continued this interest by teaching the theory of music to his daughters
and grandchildren. He was a founder member of the Ceylon Association, Ipoh. His interest also
extended to Tamil Literature and Astronomy and he was ever willing to impart his knowledge.

In 1951 he returned to Thunavy Vaddukoddai Jaffna and passed away at the age of 82 in March
1960.
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Learning is excellence of wealth that none destroy;

To man nought else affords reality of joy.

Learning is the true imperishable riches; all other things are not riches.
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